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Children and 
Young People 

With SEND:

• They will be six times more likely to receive a fixed-term exclusion from 
school than you.

• They will be eight times more likely to receive a permanent exclusion 
from school than you.

• Once they’ve left school they will be seven times less likely to work 
than you.

• If they are lucky enough to work, it will probably be part-time. It will 
probably be poorly paid.

• They are one and a half times more likely to live in poverty than you.

• They are over four times more likely to have mental health problems as 
a child than you.

• They are more likely to have children with their own learning 
difficulties than you.

• They are at least three times more likely to end up in prison than you.

Acknowledgement to Jarlath O’Brien



Pupils with SEND eligible for Free School Meals

Adults with learning difficulties in full-time or part-time 
employment

Boys in custody with an identified speech and language need

% of pupils that will be identified with SEND during their time at 
school

% of pupils on the SEND register that are girls

Overall % of pupils with SEND in English schools
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School placements are the 
largest determinant of SEND 
identification

Recent research from EPI found that which 
primary school a child attends makes more 
difference to their chances of being identified 
with SEND than anything about them as an 
individual, their experiences or what local 
authority they live in. 

Source: SEND-Indentification_2021-EPI.pdf

https://epi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/SEND-Indentification_2021-EPI.pdf
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Lose Limiting Labels

Next time a pupil is labeled ‘low ability’ consider what this 
means. What group would you place yourself in? Labeling 
pupils as low ability is demeaning and inaccurate. Mo Farah is 
a low ability shot-putter.

Marc Rowland in 

Great Expectations, Leading an effective SEND strategy in 
school 



A SENCO trying to fit their to-do list into the working week
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The UK Spectrum of SEN…
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SEN

Speech, Language & Communication Needs 
(SLCN)

Specific Learning Difficulties such as 
Dyslexia
(SpLD)

Autistic Spectrum Conditions
(ASC)

Social, Emotional and Mental Health
(SEMH)

Moderate Learning Difficulties
(MLD)

Can find it difficult to:

• Communicate with others
• Understand what is said to them
• Form words and construct sentences

• Hear and analyse the sounds within 
words

• Recall verbal instructions
• Process verbal information

• Engage with others and make friends
• Engage in imaginative play & activities
• Understand jokes, sarcasm and body 

language

• Overcome issues of trust with peers and 
adults

• Manage high levels of anxiety effectively
• Function in group situations

• Mix with their regular peer group
• Acquire basic skills in reading, writing 

and numeracy
• Apply their learning to new situations

It can help to:

• Explain words that are ambiguous
• Enable pupils to see what you say
• Offer scaffolding e.g. sentence starters 

• Prepare pupils for reading out loud
• Display key subject vocabulary and refer 

to it
• Limit copying from the board

• Build tools for routine such as 
timetables, signals for change

• Use noise reduction techniques such as 
visual volume systems

• Take care with pupil grouping

• Plan well-paced tightly focused lessons
• Use a seating plan
• Ensure behaviour policies are 

transparent, firm and fair

• Keep written tasks short and structured
• Keep instructions clear and simple
• Provide a multi-sensory approach to 

learning



Decoding Activity
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Before, I didn’t eat, because I didn’t want to be on this earth. 

But in this school, the teaching assistant sat down next to me 

and listened to why I didn’t want to eat. We ate together at 

lunchtime and now I eat every day.

Sally, Year 7 
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