
Why is talk 
important?

What is the purpose
 of talk?

Oracy

Discuss with your partner/ year group and be ready to feedback.



The aims of today’s inset

● Vision and intent of Talk at 
Seven Kings.

● Deconstructing talk and 
teaching the process of 
discussion

→ How to structure ‘rich and 
purposeful’ talk within your class.
→ Talk as a process.
→ An opportunity for you to 
reflect on your own practice.
→ Sharing good practice



INTENT

CURRICULUM 
COHESION

TOOLKIT

Embedding into the 
wider curriculum

Oracy strategies 
linked to reading

Communication and language are the roots 
underpinning success across the curriculum, 
and that good communication skills can 
enhance every type of learning, resulting in great 
outcomes.

We, at Seven Kings, provide an environment rich in 
‘Talk’.

Children are immersed in high-quality ‘Talk’ to fully 
explore their communication and language skills to 
equip them for the wider world.

Pupils develop the skills to reason, discuss, 
debate and present their learning in a variety of 
contexts with increasing skill and confidence.

Tools and strategies to develop ‘rich and purposeful’ Talk in your class.







Oracy is the ability to articulate ideas, develop understanding and 
engage with others through spoken language.

Learning 
to talk

Learning 
through 

talk
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“Discussion, the most common form of exploratory talk, allows 
children to share their ideas and engage with those of others. 

Students are actively  involved in the development of their own 
knowledge and understanding. 
Students constantly re-evaluate their own position in relation to 
others and crucially learn from their peers, and not just the teacher.

Transform Teaching and Learning through Talk.
Amy Gaunt and Alice Scott



Oracy is not just talking.

● Physical aspects – how we use our voice 
and body to communicate.

● Linguistic aspects – how we structure what 
we say and choose appropriate vocabulary.

● Cognitive aspects – staying focused whilst 
speaking and when listening to others, 
asking appropriate questions and explaining 
opinions using reasons.

● Social & emotional aspects – working with 
others, listening and responding and 
increasing confidence.

Deconstructing Talk and teaching discussion 



TEACHER AS THE FACILITATOR

- The role of the teacher is not to 
impart knowledge.

- Instead, your role is the creation of 
opportunity so the children can  
develop and rehearse their 
understanding together.  

- Creating an atmosphere embedded in 
trust. A safe environment.

- Providing frames of reference and 
models for good discussion.

Deconstructing Talk and teaching discussion 



Deconstructing Talk and teaching discussion 

Have these clearly 
displayed in your 

classroom.

Link these back the 
language of rights. 

Establish ground rules (discussion guidelines)

Establish ground rules / 
Discussion guidelines.

The behaviours of Talk.



Deconstructing Talk and teaching discussion 



Answer Stems - Developing and setting the ‘expectation’ of the language of Talk

Deconstructing Talk and teaching discussion 



In your year groups, talk about:

1) Discussion guidelines -  develop 6 statements which 
create a culture and environment for ‘Talk’.

2) Answer Stems - Come up with answer stems which 
will structure talk within the classroom.

These will be used by all children across the school.



Deconstructing Talk and teaching discussion 

What did the speakers do well?
What could they improve on?

https://noisyclassroom.com/video/this-house-believes-that-computers-are-better-than-books/ 

Film clips

https://noisyclassroom.com/video/this-house-believes-that-computers-are-better-than-books/


Deconstructing Talk and teaching discussion 

Let’s have a go …

Year 6 WW2 poetry recitation.

What do the children 
do well?

  
What could they 

improve on?

https://docs.google.com/file/d/12ejDEha6EOKo8RfyGb-st-6fV25yTbsP/preview


Deconstructing Talk and teaching discussion 

Discussion roles help 
students to manage talk 
and encourage the 
development of certain 
speaking and listening 
skills.

Discussion Roles



Reflection and the metacognition

- “What did you learn today?”

- “Can anyone share something that someone else has said 
that made you reconsider what you initially thought?” 

- “Who changed your mind in the discussion today and 
how?”

- “I like the journey you have gone through. At the 
beginning, you thought X , but now you think X . Why is 
this?”

Deconstructing Talk and teaching discussion 

Promotes and 
encourages

active 
listening.

(Cognitive aspects of 
Talk)



Would you include similes in a 
non-chronological report?

Features of a 
non-chronological 

report.



Is this a safe road?
Explain.

PSHE



I agree with … because …
The reason I agree with … is …
That is an interesting point …

I would like to build on …..’s point because …
To follow on from …’s point, I would like to add…
Building on what … said …

I respectfully disagree with … because …
I would like to challenge …’s point on …
I appreciate your point, however, …

I have two points. Firstly, …. Secondly, …

Can I ask a question to ….’s point?

To agree

To build

To challenge

To question

To introduce



- Implement the strategies within your own 
classroom.

- Over the next half term, build in the use of a 
film clip to discuss the oracy of others.
(debating, poetry)

- Use Answer stems and discussion guidelines 
and have these clearly visible in your class.

Next Steps


